BOOK REVIEWS kind of incredulity in the reader, he can be sure that Professor Weiss has anticipated every objection and pre-empted any ground for complaint. It is he who acknowledges that the matrix of his text is formed of "may", "could", "might", etc. But the disarming recital of conditionals and the mollifying play of doubt against confidence, of caution against boldness, should not be allowed to conceal some less explicit incongruities. Whilst admitting the impertinence of the unrealistic animal-model tumours which have been used to formulate clinical prescriptions, the author draws indiscriminately on information obtained from them, as given in many of the 460 references supporting his 62 pages of text.
What Professor Weiss intended he has done only too well; in the wake of widespread clinical disillusionment with theoretical tumour immunotherapy, he has reassured the committed that they can still be in businessbig business. But this may not be the best "psychological" moment to outline fresh projects; the crucial specific immunogen remains elusive! Soft-tissue tumours have been neglected by surgeons and pathologists. The outlook for patients with soft-tissue sarcoma has been bleak, with mutilating surgery the only available remedy, and all too often an unavailing one. The multiplicity of tumour types, together with the rarity of each type, has discouraged pathological endeavour in this field. There has been until now no available book on the pathology of soft-tissue tumours, while the advent of effective chemotherapy has emphasized the need for accurate diagnosis and agreed classification in this difficult area. Dr Hajdu's book, based on his great experience at the Memorial SloanKettering Cancer Center in New York, will therefore raise considerable expectations.
The book opens with an extended (and largely irrelevant) historical introduction, and there follow 9 chapters on the various soft-tissue tumours grouped by histogenesis. These provide a wealth of information, with excellent black and white photomicrographs, together with clinical photographs, radiographs, electron micrographs, etc. (The colour photomicrographs add nothing, except to the price of the book). Many pathologists will disagree with the very wide definition of the fibrous histiocytoma group, and all readers will be exasperated by the practice of arranging the references in chronological order. The presentation and cover design is somewhat gimmicky, and unworthy of a serious scientific work. But clinicians and pathologists concerned with this important group of tumours will certainly want to have this book available.
0. G. DODGE Radiation Biology in Cancer Research.
Ed. R. E. MEYS and H. R. WITHERS (1980).
New York: Raven Press. 681 pp. $77-52.
This volume contains the proceedings of the 32nd Annual Symposium on Fundamental Cancer Research held at M.D. Anderson Hospital and Tumor Center, Houston in March 1979. The particular topic had last been covered in 1964, and I still refer to that volume when I can get hold of a copy. The new volume is also a glossy hard-backed book which has been published only a year after the Conference, without the benefit of cameraready manuscripts. Perhaps this explains the high cost, but the high quality of the review articles represents value for money which is not always found in conference proceedings.
There is something of value for most radiobiologists, starting with a keynote address on survival-curve models by Tikvah Alper and continuing with 12 articles on mechanisms of radiation injury including the Ernst W. Bertner Memorial Award lecture by Mortimer Elkind on Cells, Targets and Molecules in Radiation Biology.
A section on low doses and low dose rates includes papers in the field of radiation carcinogenesis. W. K. Russell concludes that "in nearly every example the tumorigenic effectiveness per rad of low-LET radiation tends to decrease with decreasing dose rate. For some tumor types the differences may be small or may appear only with very low dose rates, while for others the dose-rate effects may be large".
Tumour radiobiology is discussed both directlv in terms of the radiation response of a
